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DETAILED ACTION 

General status 

1 . This is a Final Action on the Merits. Claims 1 - 9 and 1 1 - 20 are pending in the 
case and are being examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 - 8 and 1 1 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Morel et al. [US 6,248,971]. 

Morel et al. disclose an arrangement, comprising: 

a low-voltage power circuit breaker [10]; 
a switching gas damper [56, Figure 3] provided with a 
bearing element [surface of 56], the switching gas damper 
being arranged above an arc-quenching chamber [26] of the 
low-voltage power circuit breaker and including at least one 
inlet opening [opening in 56], formed by the bearing element 
and for switching gases and at least one outlet opening 
[openings in plate above plates 58, Figure 3], for damped or 
completely ionized switching gases; 
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wherein the bearing element is fixable on withdrawable part 
rack [14, Figure 1] accommodating the low-voltage power 
circuit breaker for inserting the low voltage circuit breaker 
into a switching cell (within rack 14) and the bearing element 
forms at least one accommodating area for a flow element 
[58], adapted to build up a flow resistance for the switching 
gases; 

wherein at least one accommodating area is closable by at 
least one closure element [top plate not numbered, above 
plates 58, Figure 3] adapted to fix the at least one flow 
element, and wherein in that the at least one closure 
element forms the at least one outlet opening. 
Regarding Claim 2, the switching gas damper, disclosed by Morel et al., adapted 
to be positioned in relation to the arc-quenching chamber by means of selectable 
spacer element [element below 56 - not numbered]. Regarding Claims 3 and 16, Morel 
et al. disclose the accommodating area for the flow element is formed by a trough-like 
depression in the bearing element. Regarding Claims 4 and 17, Morel et al. disclose a 
base of the trough-like depression, whilst forming an at least partially peripheral 
retaining web, at the same time forms the inlet opening for the switching gases into the 
switching gas damper. Regarding Claims 5 and 18, a retaining web formed on 
opposing narrow sides is disclosed in Figure 3 (not numbered). Regarding Claims 6 and 
19, the at least one flow element is formed by perforated plates. Regarding Claims 7 
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and 20, the total height of the flow elements corresponds to the total height of the 
bearing element [Figure 2]. Regarding Claim 8, the bearing element forms a number of 
accommodating areas for flow elements, which corresponds to the number of switching 
poles of the low-voltage power circuit breaker [Figures 1, 3, 4]. Regarding Claim 11, the 
bearing element, is fixed to sidewalls of the withdrawable part rack. Regarding Claim 
12, the accommodating area for the flow element [58] is formed by a trough-like 
depression in the bearing element [56]. Regarding Claim 13, wherein a base of the 
trough-like depression, whilst forming an at least partially peripheral retaining web [two 
thinner sidewalls], at the same time forms the inlet opening for the switching gases into 
the switching gas damper. 

Regarding Claim 14, Morel et al. disclose a switching gas damper [56, 58] for a 
low-voltage power circuit breaker [10], the switching gas damper, comprising: 

at least one inlet opening [Figure 3], formed by a bearing 

element [56], for switching gases; and 

at least one outlet opening [in a plate above top 58] for 

damped or completely ionized switching gases; 

wherein the switching gas damper is arrangeable above an 

arc-quenching chamber [26] of the low-voltage power circuit 

breaker; 

wherein the bearing element is fixable on a withdrawable 
part rack [14, Figure 1], accommodating the low-voltage 
power circuit breaker for inserting the low-voltage power 
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circuit breaker into a switchgear cell (within rack 14), and the 
bearing element forms at least one accommodating area for 
a flow element adapted to build up a flow resistance for the 
switching gases; 

wherein the at least one accommodating area is closable by 
at least one closure element [top plate, not numbered, 
Figure 3] adapted to fix the at least one flow element, and 
wherein the at least one closure element forms the at least 
one outlet opening. 

Regarding Claim 15, the switching gas damper is adapted to be positioned in 
relation to the arc-quenching chamber by selectable spacer element [circular spacers, 
Figure 3]. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 9 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 2/14/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The Applicant has argued, "Morel teaches nothing more than dampers integrated 
into the individual arc-quenching chambers of a circuit breaker" and "this has nothing to 
whatsoever to do with mounting a bearing element on a withdrawal part rack." The 
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Examiner respectfully disagrees. The bearing element, as shown in Figure 3 of Morel, is 
affixed by using bolts and is mounted on a withdrawal part rack, and thus satisfies the 
Claim limitation. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marina Fishman whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1991. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-5 M-T. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin Enad can be reached on 571-272-1990. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Marina Fishman 

March 15, 2007 v /)f\f) 




